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FEDERATION OF INDIAN PILOTS

Ref No: FIP/MOCA/2024 - 02 29 July 2024

To,

Shri Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,

Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation, Government of India,
Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, Block B,

Jorbagh Safdarjung Airport Area,

New Delhi - 110003.

Subject: Implementation of CAR Section 7 Series J Part III- Duty Period, Flight
Duty Period, Flight Time Limitations and Prescribed Rest Periods — Flight crew
Engaged in Scheduled Air Transport Operations, REVISED on 08 JAN 2024
(“Revised CAR").

Dear Hon’ble Mr Rammohan,
1. Reference is made to the following documents:

a) Letter dated 28.03.2024, bearing reference no. FIP/MOCA/2024-01, of
Federation of Indian Pilot, to the Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation,
Government of India.

b) Order dated 09.07.2024 of the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in the
proceedings, namely Federation Of Indian Pilots v. Director General Of Civil
Aviation W.P.(C) 616/2023. (hereinafter “Writ Petition”)

2. On behalf of over 6000 pilot-members, we take this opportunity to extend our
heartfelt congratulations on your recent appointment as the Minister of Civil
Aviation for the Government of India. Young and dynamic leaders like you
can change the future of Aviation. We are sure that you will bring a positive
impact on the aviation sector and will steer the same towards new heights,
fostering safety, innovation, and enhanced connectivity across the country.

3. Brief About FIP: The Federation of Indian Pilots (“FIP”), is a registered Society
under the Societies Registration Act 1860 and as a Public Trust under the
provisions of the Bombay Public Trust, 1950, having its office at Lotus C-
1202 Lotus Corporate park, Off Western Express Highway, Goregaon East,
Mumbai - 400063. The FIP has around 6000 members who are pilots from all
Airlines/NSOP’s/Corporates and/ or related to the field of aviation. FIP
objectives include inter alia, to carry out all activities to develop the profession
of and the field of aviation; and to submit views or make representation before
the Government or other authorities on any subject affecting the interest of

its members.
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4. Representation on Duty Period, Flight Duty Period, Flight Time
Limitations and Prescribed Rest Period: In the interest of passenger safety,
the DGCA has vide its notification dated 08 Jan 2024 released a Revised CAR
on FDTL and as per the notification, no operator/flight crew engaged in such

operations shall operate beyond 01 Jan 2024 unless the requirements of the
Revised CAR are complied with.

S. The DGCA had in a written communication 14th March 2024 [Ref: File no.
DGCA-22031/8/2023-FSD Part-1] had specifically stated that the purpose of
the said Revised CAR was in view of “the unfortunate instances of pilot’s deaths
in recent past ostensibly due to publishing roster schedules and consequent
cumulative attendant impact on flight crew health and wellbeing is an urgent
wake up call to address these issues without further delay.”

6. Thereafter, it came to the notice of the FIP, through newspaper reporting, that
the operators, through the Federation of Indian Airlines, have submitted a
representation before the DGCA seeking deferment of the implementation of
the Revised CAR, which is due to be implemented from 01 Jan 2024.
Accordingly, the FIP submitted a representation to DGCA as the request of
the operators was prejudicial to passenger safety and the FIP asserted that
such deferment requests made by the operators should be rejected by the
DGCA. However, DGCA disregarded the representations made by the FIP and
proceeded to issue a revised version of the CAR on 26 Mar 2024.

7.The latest revision by the DGCA has made the Revised CAR a dead letter of
the law as it has effectively granted operators discretionary powers in
implementing the Revised CAR, a decision that, as you duly recognize, serves
the interests of pilots and the aviation sector in India. Consequently, the FIP
also submitted its representation to the erstwhile Minister of Civil Aviation for
the Government of India, vide its letter dated 28 Mar 2024, requesting the
implementation of the Revised CAR. A true copy of the representation dated

28 Mar 2024 submitted by the FIP is attached herewith and marked as
Annexure- A.
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8. Also, in proceedings before the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi, namely
Federation of Indian Pilots vs Director General Of Civil Aviation W.P.(C)
616/2023, wherein the vires of “Civil Aviation Requirement, Section 7 - Flight
Crew Standards Training and Licensing, Series J, Part Il dated 24 Apr 2019
is presently under challenge, the Hon’ble High Court requested the DGCA to
inform the tentative date of implementation of Revised CAR. Consequently,
during the hearing, on 08 July 2024, before the Hon’ble High Court, the
lawyer appearing for DGCA, informed the Hon’ble High Court that “as per the
discussion held with the concerned officer of the department, the CAR of 2024
may not be implemented in the year, 2024.” A true copy of the order dated 08
July 2024 passed by the Hon’ble High Court in W.P.(C) 616/2023 is attached
herewith as ANNEXURE-B.

9. It is deeply regrettable to observe that the DGCA despite its own statement on
the impact of flight duty timings on pilot health had arbitrarily decided to
indefinitely defer the implementation of the Revised CAR.

10. This decision of the DGCA was made without due consideration of the
numerous representations and letters submitted by FIP and other concerned
stakeholders. The DGCA's failure to recognize the gravity of this issue not only
jeopardizes the lives of pilots but also gravely compromises the safety of the
general public travelling by air. Moreover, the DGCA has failed to provide any
substantial rationale for its decision to withhold the Revised CAR, capitulating
to the demands of commercial airlines, thereby neglecting critical safety
imperatives.

11. Accordingly, we would like to request you to direct the DGCA to implement
the Revised CAR, at the earliest and as the action of the DGCA not only

endangers pilot safety but also undermines the safety of passengers which the
implementation of the Revised CAR could prevent.

Best Regards

r

Federam{oﬂndian Pilots

Encls: As stated

Copy to:

1) Shri Vumlunmang Vualnam
Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation
Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, Block -B,
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New Delhi - 110003.
Email: secy.moca@nic.in

Mr. Vikram Dev Dutt,

Director General

Office of the Director General of Civil Aviation,
Opp. Safdarjung Airport,

Aurobindo Marg,

New Delhi - 110 003.

Email: dgoffice.dgca@nic.in

Shri. Shobhit Gupta

JS [SG]

Ministry of Civil Aviation

Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, Block -B,
Jorbagh, Safdarjung Airport Area,
New Delhi-110003.

Email: jsdg-moca@gov.in
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FEDERATION OF INDIAN PILOTS
Ref No: FIP/MOCA/2024 - 01 28th March 2024

To

Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia
Hon’ble Minister of Civil Aviation
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan,
Safdarjung Airport,

New Delhi - 110 003

Subject: Implementation of CAR Section 7 Series J Part III- Duty Period, Flight Duty
Period, Flight Time Limitations and Prescribed Rest Periods — Flight crew Engaged
in Scheduled Air Transport Operations, revised on 08.01.2024 (“Revised CAR”).

Ref:  Proceedings before the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi, namely Federation of Indian
Pilots v. Director General of Civil Aviation W.P.(C) 616/2023. (hereinafter “Writ
Petition™)
Dear Sir,

We are, the Federation of Indian Pilots (“FIP”), registered as a Society under the Societies
Registration Act 1860 and as a Public Trust under the provisions of the Bombay Public Trust,
1950, having its office at C-1202 Lotus Corporate park, Off Western express Highway,
Near Jai coach signal, Goregaon East, Mumbai - 400063. FIP has around 5000 members who are
pilots and/ or related to the field of aviation. FIP objects include inter alia, to carry out all activities
to develop the profession of and the field of aviation; and to submit views or make representation
before the Government or other authorities on any subject affecting the interest of its members.

You had on 08.01.2024 publically stated on social media and the press that the Revised CAR
pertaining to Flight Duty Time Limitations had been prepared. As you are aware this Revised
CAR was also filed in WP(C) No. 616 of 2023 before the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi and
thereafter the DGCA has vide its notification dated 08.01.2024 released the Revised CAR. As per
the notification dated 08.01.2024, no operator/flight crew engaged in such operations shall operate
beyond 01.06.2024 unless the requirements of the Revised CAR are complied with.

Thereafter, it came to the notice of the FIP, through newspaper reporting, that the operators,
through the Federation of Indian Airlines, have submitted a representation before the DGCA
seeking deferment of the implementation of the Revised CAR, which is due to be implemented
from 01.06.2024. Accordingly, the FIP submitted a representation to DGCA as the request of the
operators was prejudicial to passenger safety and the FIP asserted that such deferment requests
made by the operators should be rejected by the DGCA. A true copy of the representation dated
29.02.2024 submitted by the FIP to DGCA is attached herewith and marked as Annexure- A
2
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It is regrettable to observe that the DGCA has chosen to disregard the representations made by
the FIP. Without prior consultation with stakeholders, the DGCA proceeded to issue a revised
version of the CAR on 26.03.2024. This revision eliminates the mandatory requirement for
operators to implement the Revised CAR before 01.06.2024. Instead, operators engaged in
scheduled air transport operations are now permitted to continue operations in accordance with
CAR Section 7 Series J Part III Issue III dated 24th April 2019 until the approval of their
respective schemes, in alignment with the new CAR. The latest revision by the DGCA has made
the Revised CAR a dead letter of the law as it has effectively granted operators discretionary
powers in implementing the Revised CAR, a decision that, as you duly recognize, does not serve
the interests of pilots and the aviation sector in India. It is also relevant to mention that with the
latest revision the DGCA has, inter alia, amended the regulation for Consecutive Night Operation
and deleted Regulation 13.4 from the Revised CAR, without conducting any consultations with
stakeholders and following due process.

We would like to state that the latest revision by the DGCA, i.e. omitting the cutoff date for
implementation and amendment to the regulations pertaining Consecutive Night Operation, is
arbitrary as it has the effect of ensuring the Revised CAR is “stillborn”. Clearly that was not your
intent as conveyed to the public at large.

The action of the DGCA not only endanger pilot safety but also undermine the safety of
passengers which the implementation of the Revised CAR could prevent. Furthermore, the health
and safety of the pilots cannot be prejudiced for the commercial benefit of the operators.

We earnestly hope that you would ensure that the DGCA follow in letter and spirit the pious intent
of your message of 8" January 2024 as was reported on social media and newspapers.

Thanking you

Warm regards

Capt. C.S. Randhawa
President — FIP.

Ce:

1. Shri Vumlunmang Vualnam, Secretary Ministry of Civil Aviation.
2. Mr. Vikram Dev Dutt, Director General of Civil Aviation.

C-1202 Lotus Corporate park, Off Western Express Highway, Near Jai coach signal,
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ANNEX - A

Mr. Vikram Dev Duitt,

Director General of Civil Aviation,

Office of the Director General of Civil Aviation,
Opp. Safdarjung Airport,

Aurobindo Marg,

New Delhi - 110 003.

Subject: The Representation of the Federation of Indian Pilots seeking implementation
of CAR Section 7 Series J Part I11- Duty Period, Flight Duty Period, Flight
Time Limitations and Prescribed Rest Periods — Flight crew Engaged in
Scheduled Air Transport Operations, revised on 08.01.2024 (“Revised
CAR”).

Ref: Proceedings before the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi, namely Federation Of
Indian Pilots v. Director General Of Civil Aviation W.P.(C) 616/2023.
(hereinafter “Writ Petition”)

Dear Sir,

We are, the Federation of Indian Pilots (“FIP”), registered as a Society under the Societies
Registration Act 1860 and as a Public Trust under the provisions of the Bombay Public Trust,
1950, having its office at IAAS, C-02-1202 Lotus Park, Goregaon East, Mumbai. FIP has
around 6000 members who are pilots and/ or related to the field of aviation. FIP objects
include inter alia, to carry out all activities to develop the profession of and the field of
aviation; and to submit views or make representation before the Government or other
authorities on any subject affecting the interest of its members.

It is pertinent to mention that the vires of “Civil Aviation Requirement, Section 7 - Flight
Crew Standards Training and Licensing, Series J, Part Il dated 24.04.2019" is presently
under challenge in WP(C) No. 616 of 2023 before the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi and it is
in these proceedings that the Revised CAR has been presented before the High Court as per
details given below.

The Director General of Civil Aviation (“DGCA”) circulated for comments a draft revision
}_o_ C,?Fte Sectlo(rjl 7 Series J Part 111 - Duty Period, Flight Duty Period, Flight Time
imitations an

1
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Prescribed Rest Periods — Flight crew Engaged in Scheduled Air Transport Operations
(“Draft CAR”). As a part of the consultation process, the DGCA invited comments on the
same from the general public, stakeholders or the persons likely to be affected. Accordingly,
the FIP, vide its letter dated 02.012.2023, had submitted its representation on the Draft CAR
of the proposed revision.

Thereafter, the DGCA has vide its notification dated 08.01.2024, released the Revised CAR,
wherein it can be noted that the DGCA has fairly included a few of the suggestions made by
the FIP to the CAR. This inclusion is appreciated as it signifies a progressive step in the
consultation process. However, it is also noteworthy to mention there are several crucial
amendments are further required to be included in the Revised CAR, to revamp the same in
the interest of pilots and the general public.

As per the notification dated 08.01.2024, it is stated by the DGCA that All operators engaged
in scheduled air transport operations may continue to operate in compliance with CAR
Section 7 Series J Part 111 Issue Il dated 24.04.2019 till approval of their respective scheme
in compliance with the Revised CAR or 01.06.2024 whichever is earlier. It was further
categorically stated that no operator/flight crew engaged in such operations shall operate
beyond 01.06.2024 unless the requirements of the Revised CAR are complied with.

It has come to the notice of the FIP, through newspaper reporting, that the operators, through
the Federation of Indian Airlines, have submitted a representation before the DGCA seeking
deferment of the implementation of the Revised CAR, which is due to be implemented from
01.06.2024. The aforesaid representation by the operators is prejudicial to passenger safety
and for this reason, the FIP would like to strongly assert that such deferment requests made
by the operators should be rejected by the DGCA. The following are principal reasons why
such deferment cannot be granted, viz. -

Q) The amendments in the Revised CAR are geared towards passenger safety,
advancing the welfare and safety of pilots and crew members.

(i) The health and safety of the pilots cannot be prejudiced for the commercial benefit
of the operators.

(i) Certain operators have been consistently associated with practices of prioritizing
financial gains over the well-being of pilots. Such practices could include cutting
corners on safety measures, imposing unrealistic workloads, neglecting adequate
rest periods, and failing to provide sufficient training and support for pilots. These
actions not only endanger pilot safety but also undermine the safety of passengers
which the implementation of the Revised CAR could prevent.
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Hence, it is paramount to prioritize these changes for the collective benefit of the aviation
community and the DGCA should not accede to the operators' request for deferment.

Best Regards

/

Capt CS Randhawa,
President FIP

Copy To: Ms Shweta Singh, CFOI, DGCA, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi
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This is a digitally signed order.

ANNEXURE - B
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* IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
+ W.P.(C) 616/2023 & CM APPL. 2431/2023, CM APPL. 61158/2023,
CM APPL. 64976/2023
FEDERATION OF INDIAN PILOTS ... Petitioner
Through:  Mr. Joseph Pookkatt, Mr. N. Sharma,
Mr. D. Pahuja, Advocates

VErsus

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION ... Respondent
Through: Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, ASG with
Ms. Anjana Gosain, Ms. N. Sharma,

Ms. Pournima, Advocates for R-1

CORAM:
HON'BLE DR. JUSTICE SUDHIR KUMAR JAIN
ORDER
% 09.07.2024

1. Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, learned Additional Solicitor General stated that
as per the discussion held with the concerned officer of the department, the
CAR of 2024 may not be implemented in the year, 2024.

2. The learned Senior Counsel for the petitioner stated that let the
present petition be decided on merit.

3. List on 02.09.2024.

DR. SUDHIR KUMAR JAIN, J
JULY 9, 2024/j/hvk

The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 21/07/2024 at 16:49:02
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